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By J,n,k Andr‘rwn
and Les Whilten .1

The full story can now be’
told. ‘how top CIA officials,
working wilth the Nixon White -
House, attempted. to obstruct .
the VWatergate investigation.

From .sources .in .the
prosecutor’s office,. the ¥FBI
and- the CIA itself, we have
“dug »out . new detaxla that.-
t\ffl"tan the case against the
,C{A brass. The story can best
tetold in chronological order: - &

Jt:began, of course, with the. -
Watergate- break-in -early in.
the mosning. of Juna 17, 1972,
An 1nvest1gat10n quxckly

"developed ‘that.soine. of . the ©

burglars::- had" :a CIA' o

. =This: gave the Whete Fous.s
-conapirators- an. ideal Ths
‘mightbe’ able tousathe
cov erupthexnowmonpec"ow
with the crime Here show :%e
-plot c‘ev:ﬁ]oped '
CJupe 22— 'I'hef actlr'ﬂ :BT“'
‘dn-ector L. Patrick Grav' T

Lidy r

called.” CIA ' chief . Richard-

had :been: involved. ins.;

Waterbaie Hp}'m E33UT

Gray that t4e' CTA had corhing™’
“todowith the burglare.~ -1 -0,

ident .

- June-23, 10 a.m.—>r=sl

Watergate

Nixon mstructed hh major

. domo, H. R Haldeman,/to tel}
* the FBI:**

‘Pon’t go any fur-
ther- into- this case.” Nixon
suggested that Haldeman

“explain *‘this would open the
- whole Bay of Pigs thing.” - .

24
23,

June il a.m. — Whlté

" House counsel Joha W. Dean

111, acting, on Haldeman’s
matmctmns “telephoned Gray

_ to suggest that.the CIA was

involved in the Mexican phase -

: ofthenWatergatecase S

*Juned 23,01 pan.is The

: Presxdent again brouqht up

the--CIA% in -a: private- con-

‘versatmon -with: Haldeman: -

Referring - {o "Gray, ” Nixon”
mstructed Haldeman® : “*Just~
tell him to lay aff.”
June 23,. 1.
irector”.

summoned “to: Whitg™ House

aide--John -D. ‘Ehrlichman'ss.  viexico but. also suggested the-

office. Haldeman joined them?i‘ go -

and did most of the talking, ™~

- the Democrats were “taking

.z-,advaﬁtaﬂe ‘of thé Watergate
‘break-in -for political; pur-
. ‘posess He wanted: thet CIA,

% therefore, to-advise Gray that

the- FBI could jeopardize a

~.covert CIA operation if ‘it .
 continued  digging mto tbef.
Mexian matter, :
- Helms. rephed that he had. :

e
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]"F‘duy told Gray lhel" had
been no CIA involvement in
VWatergate., Haldeman
suggested that further FRI
investigation .might. expose
Bay of Pigs secrets. lelms
disputed this. Haldeman in-
sisted, nevertheless, that
Vialters —not Helms —~tatk to
Gray: . |

June 23, L3 P- m. — Dean
teiephoned Gray lo set up an
?apomtment foc Walters.

June 23, v2:20 p.n.
Haldeman reported to Nixon:

Valters is going fo make a
call to Gray. That's the way

T owe mt it, and that s the way jt

wo.t, Calied. upon-

deputy._Vemon. Walters were ..

;. He-‘explained. frankly that

\»asleft PohA e L

June 23,. z "0 P m.—-WaIters
‘Gray and
-yepeated. the Haldeman' lie.
. Walters. not only claimed the
Jnvestigation- could upset a
~covert .CIA-. operation in

mv&mgauon ‘shouldn't
bevond the arrest of the five
\*ratergatebluglars T

June 26— Dean. summoned -

Walters t- the White Heouse'
- and .asked him whether the

CIA could put up bail for the -

Vatergate detendants. Dean
“also wanted the CIA lo pay
thelr salaries if they weresent
to jail. Walters objected that
the CIA would be destroyed if

it ~became known- that the -
. - witnesses Dean had asked the
FBI not to question. Walters :
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T@’VP’{‘“ "1"1@ Detatled

ageocy was pr uvx(‘m;, money
forthe Watergate crew,
June 27— Dean called
Yalters back to the White
House. Again Waliers resisled
funneling .CIA money to the
Watergate defendants, saving

that expenditures within the

United States had to be
reported to Congress,
On the same day, Dean

asked Gray to stop the FBI

from  interviewing lwo key

witnesses because of theip

“Clainvolvement” -

June 28— At still-another
White House..huddle, Dean -’

emphasized to Wallers: the

- importance of confining the-

FBI investigation to the five
Watergate burglars. The: ARES
deputv asked for his advice, .

“suggested blaming Wat?rﬂatﬂ .

~onthe Cuban exiles. - 1, .:,
In a telepione eall tv Gray,
Dean asked him to'hold up an -

FBL: interview™ o."'anod"r
< witness, c;tmg nahonal
_.‘secunty 5

July | 5-— Gray phoned

Walters -to~say he-could no
longer hold up the Watergate
iny e’haanon to” protect - the-
CIA without a writien request..
July s—Walters deliverada
memo to Gray, cominy clean
for the first time. The memo
diselaimed any CIA interest in
_the Watergate burglars or the

longer ask him- to- hold up -
future inve‘:txdahom for

ringleaders’ G.Gordon Liddy
“and E. Howard Hunt Jr, who |
-were- then known to the FBI
-only as George Leonard and -
Ed Warren. Yet Gray locked
the memo in s safe; without
showing it to the PBI &gents
onthecase. ' o

L

. The - Fo!lowmd
Waterbugger James MeCord
* wrote a series of leiters to the
CIA detailing how he hoped to
avoid - prosecution ‘and o

FMFA

alsotold Gray that he could ne

secu rity reasom. .
The . meme, mudent:tlly, :
identified . ‘Watergate '

protect the CIA. These letters

vere reviewed by CIA counsel
Lawrence Houston and
director- Helms. - Yet they.’
never relayed this érucial
material to the Wdtetgate
proseculors.

Indeed, Helms toek care not
to share information with the
- .prosecutors. Hesought to keep

P
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